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([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.

SponsorsSponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development
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Congratulations, award recipients!
 
Tonight, we are honoring three sets of recipients:

• The top 47 graduating seniors in Marquette and Alger Counties. They have achieved great 
success and have bright futures ahead of them. 

• 7HDFKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�VHOHFWHG�E\�VWXGHQWV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�LQćXHQWLDO�UROH�WKH\�SOD\HG�LQ�WKHLU�
academic success.

• Outstanding educators that have been selected by their school districts to receive awards for 
additional education or special projects in their classrooms.

 
2XU�YLVLRQ�DW�*URZ�	�/HDG�LV�IRU�DOO�8SSHU�3HQLQVXOD�\RXWK�WR�WKULYH��:H�ZRUN�ZLWK�VFKRROV��QRQSURĆWV�
and communities to create a culture that builds on the strengths of young people.

Excellence in Education Week was established in 1994 as one way to bring the community together to 
honor our young people and recognize the adults that support them. 
 
Thank you, families and friends for supporting the efforts of these outstanding students and educators.
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Congratulations
Monday, April 25, 2022 – 6:00 p.m.

Northern Center
Northern Michigan University, Marquette

Opening Comments & Welcome Amy Quinn, CEO
 Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development
 Natalie Blanck, 2022 Westwood High School Scholarship Recipient
 
Masters of Ceremony Robert Luke, Sales Manager

Blue Cross Blue Shield Upper Peninsula
Meagen Morrison, Social Responsibility Advisor

Eagle Mine
                                                                                           
Recognition of Donors and Sponsors

National Anthem and Music Presentation  Ishpeming High School Concert Choir
 Dr. Donna Schaffer, Director 
                                                                                    
 
(GXFDWRU�5HćHFWLRQV� $P\�$QGHUVRQ��)RUPHU�,QćXHQWLDO�(GXFDWRU
 Gwinn Area Community Schools 

Keynote Speaker  Kyle Aho  
 2010 Gwinn High School Scholarship Recipient   
 
Presentation of Student and Educator Awards Principals and Superintendents

Adjournment

Agenda
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Scheduled Keynote
 KYLE AHO

.\OH�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�*ZLQQ��0,��DQG�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�
*ZLQQ�+LJK�6FKRRO� DQG�ZDV�DQ�([FHOOHQFH� LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�
VFKRODUVKLS� UHFLSLHQW� LQ� ������ +H� WKHQ� DWWHQGHG� $OPD�
College, and was a four-year starter and captain of the 
$OPD� &ROOHJH�0HQèV� EDVNHWEDOO� SURJUDP�� +H� JUDGXDWHG�
ZLWK�D�%DFKHORU�RI�6FLHQFH�LQ�,QWHJUDWLYH�3K\VLRORJ\�DQG�
+HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV� LQ� ������+H� UHPDLQHG� RQ� WKH� VWDII� DQG�
coached one season as an assistant in the program. 

Kyle then attended Central Michigan University and 
earned his Doctorate of Physical Therapy degree in 
0D\�RI�������)ROORZLQJ�JUDGXDWLRQ��KH�MRLQHG�WKH�WHDP�
at Active Physical Therapy and has worked as the clinic 
director in outpatient orthopedics at the downtown 
Marquette location for the last two years. 

,Q� KLV� VSDUH� WLPH�� KH� HQMR\V� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� RXWGRRUV��
reading, remaining active, and helping his wife, Autumn, run her real 
HVWDWH�UHQWDO�EXVLQHVV���

.\OH�KDV�VKDUHG�WKLV�PHVVDJH�WR�WKH�&ODVV�RI������

Class of 2020, 

First and foremost, I hope you, your family and friends are all well and staying safe. The current 
COVID-19 situation will change us all and I am hopeful we are all doing our part to strengthen 
the bonds in our local community and across the country. 

�����([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ

Kyle Aho was born and raised in Gwinn. He graduated from 
Gwinn High School in 2010. As an Excellence in Education 
VFKRODUVKLS�UHFLSLHQW��KH�VD\V�KH�VWLOO�DSSUHFLDWHV�KLV�LQćXHQWLDO�
educator, Amy Anderson whom he had for several classes 
including biology and anatomy.

Kyle attended Alma College, where he was a four-year 
starter and senior captain of the men’s basketball program. 
He graduated in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in integrated 
health sciences. In college, he met his wife, Autumn, also an 
Alma College graduate. Following graduation, Kyle remained 
with the Alma College men’s basketball program as an 
assistant coach while attending Central Michigan University 
in the physical therapy program. He earned his Doctorate of 
Physical Therapy degree in May of 2017. 

Following graduation, Kyle joined the team at Active Physical 
Therapy and served as the clinic director in outpatient 
orthopedics for four years. During that time, he and his wife 
continued to grow a real estate investment company that they started in 2010. It has become their full-
time role with the mission of changing the culture of attainable housing in Marquette County. In his spare 
time, Kyle enjoys spending time with Autumn and their nearly two-year-old son, Vince, and leading the 
boys’ basketball program at Gwinn High School.

Scheduled Keynote
 KYLE AHO

.\OH�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�*ZLQQ��0,��DQG�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�
*ZLQQ�+LJK�6FKRRO� DQG�ZDV�DQ�([FHOOHQFH� LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�
VFKRODUVKLS� UHFLSLHQW� LQ� ������ +H� WKHQ� DWWHQGHG� $OPD�
College, and was a four-year starter and captain of the 
$OPD� &ROOHJH�0HQèV� EDVNHWEDOO� SURJUDP�� +H� JUDGXDWHG�
ZLWK�D�%DFKHORU�RI�6FLHQFH�LQ�,QWHJUDWLYH�3K\VLRORJ\�DQG�
+HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV� LQ� ������+H� UHPDLQHG� RQ� WKH� VWDII� DQG�
coached one season as an assistant in the program. 

Kyle then attended Central Michigan University and 
earned his Doctorate of Physical Therapy degree in 
0D\�RI�������)ROORZLQJ�JUDGXDWLRQ��KH�MRLQHG�WKH�WHDP�
at Active Physical Therapy and has worked as the clinic 
director in outpatient orthopedics at the downtown 
Marquette location for the last two years. 

,Q� KLV� VSDUH� WLPH�� KH� HQMR\V� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� RXWGRRUV��
reading, remaining active, and helping his wife, Autumn, run her real 
HVWDWH�UHQWDO�EXVLQHVV���

.\OH�KDV�VKDUHG�WKLV�PHVVDJH�WR�WKH�&ODVV�RI������

Class of 2020, 

First and foremost, I hope you, your family and friends are all well and staying safe. The current 
COVID-19 situation will change us all and I am hopeful we are all doing our part to strengthen 
the bonds in our local community and across the country. 

�����([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ
�����([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ

Scheduled Former Influential
AMY ANDERSON 

GWINN AREA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
.\OH�FKRVH�$P\�DV�KLV�PRVW�LQćXHQWLDO�HGXFDWRU�LQ������DQG�
she shares this message:

To the honored graduates of the Class of 2020 and their families,

As the speaker who was to be featured at the Excellence in 
(GXFDWLRQ�HYHQW�KRVWHG�E\�*URZ�	�/HDG��&RPPXQLW\�DQG�<RXWK�
'HYHORSPHQW��,�KRSH�WKLV�PHVVDJH�ĆQGV�\RX�ZHOO���,�ZRXOG�KDYH�
OLNHG� QRWKLQJ�PRUH� WKDQ� WR� EULHć\� WDON� DERXW�P\� SDVVLRQ� IRU�
educating high school students at the program, but alas, it was 
not to be. The situation with COVID-19 has changed many 
aspects of our daily life, but it certainly does not have the 
power to diminish the accomplishments made by this amazing 
group of Excellence in Education awardees from Marquette 
and Alger Counties. As parents of a (college) senior ourselves, 
my husband and I are keenly aware of how much the seniors 
are missing out on – no last dance or spring prom, no ‘senior skip 
day’, and no family gathering with cousins, aunts, uncles, and grandparents from 
near and far to share in the beloved walk across the stage to be handed a diploma on a beautiful 
spring day. The class of 2020 is missing the opportunity to say goodbye to teachers, bus drivers, 
school staff, and classmates, especially the younger students who have looked up these amazing 
role models for years. What COVID can’t do, however, is diminish the accomplishments this group of 
graduating seniors has made throughout their K-12 education.

$V�D�WHDFKHU�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�SLFNHG�DV�D�ç0RVW�,QćXHQWLDO�(GXFDWRUè�RQ�PDQ\�RFFDVLRQV��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
express my gratitude and appreciation for these students who graduate in the top 5% of their class.  
%HLQJ�FKRVHQ�E\�D�VWXGHQW�LV�D�UDUH�KRQRU�ZKLFK�VLJQLĆHV�WKDW�D�GHHS�DQG�ODVWLQJ�PXWXDO�UHVSHFW�KDV�
been established between the student and their teacher. Going forward, the bond that was forged 
between us remains strong and meaningful, even if we don’t see each other for years. As a teacher, 
formal recognition of this connection is incredibly meaningful and truly appreciated. Though I don’t 
personally know all of the students honored in this year’s Excellence in Education program, I am 
certain I speak for your teachers when I say that you are ready for the next set of challenges you face 
DV�\RX�JUDGXDWH��<RXèYH�VSHQW�D�OLIHWLPH�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�\RXU�JUDGXDWLRQ��EXW�\RXèOO�VRRQ�VHH�WKDW�WKHUH�
are many more exciting adventures ahead.  Know that the teachers you are leaving behind will be 
cheering for you and supporting you every step of the way and that we’ll always be here if you need us.  

%HVW�ZLVKHV�DQG�VLQFHUH�FRQJUDWXODWLRQV��&ODVV�RI������
7KLV�LV�GHĆQLWHO\�D�JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVV�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�

Keynote

,



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations
([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.

Sponsors
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Scheduled Keynote
 KYLE AHO

.\OH�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�*ZLQQ��0,��DQG�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�
*ZLQQ�+LJK�6FKRRO� DQG�ZDV�DQ�([FHOOHQFH� LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�
VFKRODUVKLS� UHFLSLHQW� LQ� ������ +H� WKHQ� DWWHQGHG� $OPD�
College, and was a four-year starter and captain of the 
$OPD� &ROOHJH�0HQèV� EDVNHWEDOO� SURJUDP�� +H� JUDGXDWHG�
ZLWK�D�%DFKHORU�RI�6FLHQFH�LQ�,QWHJUDWLYH�3K\VLRORJ\�DQG�
+HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV� LQ� ������+H� UHPDLQHG� RQ� WKH� VWDII� DQG�
coached one season as an assistant in the program. 

Kyle then attended Central Michigan University and 
earned his Doctorate of Physical Therapy degree in 
0D\�RI�������)ROORZLQJ�JUDGXDWLRQ��KH�MRLQHG�WKH�WHDP�
at Active Physical Therapy and has worked as the clinic 
director in outpatient orthopedics at the downtown 
Marquette location for the last two years. 

,Q� KLV� VSDUH� WLPH�� KH� HQMR\V� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� RXWGRRUV��
reading, remaining active, and helping his wife, Autumn, run her real 
HVWDWH�UHQWDO�EXVLQHVV���

.\OH�KDV�VKDUHG�WKLV�PHVVDJH�WR�WKH�&ODVV�RI������

Class of 2020, 

First and foremost, I hope you, your family and friends are all well and staying safe. The current 
COVID-19 situation will change us all and I am hopeful we are all doing our part to strengthen 
the bonds in our local community and across the country. 

�����([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ

Scheduled Keynote
 KYLE AHO

.\OH�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�*ZLQQ��0,��DQG�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�
*ZLQQ�+LJK�6FKRRO� DQG�ZDV�DQ�([FHOOHQFH� LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�
VFKRODUVKLS� UHFLSLHQW� LQ� ������ +H� WKHQ� DWWHQGHG� $OPD�
College, and was a four-year starter and captain of the 
$OPD� &ROOHJH�0HQèV� EDVNHWEDOO� SURJUDP�� +H� JUDGXDWHG�
ZLWK�D�%DFKHORU�RI�6FLHQFH�LQ�,QWHJUDWLYH�3K\VLRORJ\�DQG�
+HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV� LQ� ������+H� UHPDLQHG� RQ� WKH� VWDII� DQG�
coached one season as an assistant in the program. 

Kyle then attended Central Michigan University and 
earned his Doctorate of Physical Therapy degree in 
0D\�RI�������)ROORZLQJ�JUDGXDWLRQ��KH�MRLQHG�WKH�WHDP�
at Active Physical Therapy and has worked as the clinic 
director in outpatient orthopedics at the downtown 
Marquette location for the last two years. 

,Q� KLV� VSDUH� WLPH�� KH� HQMR\V� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� RXWGRRUV��
reading, remaining active, and helping his wife, Autumn, run her real 
HVWDWH�UHQWDO�EXVLQHVV���

.\OH�KDV�VKDUHG�WKLV�PHVVDJH�WR�WKH�&ODVV�RI������

Class of 2020, 

First and foremost, I hope you, your family and friends are all well and staying safe. The current 
COVID-19 situation will change us all and I am hopeful we are all doing our part to strengthen 
the bonds in our local community and across the country. 

�����([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ

�����([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ

Scheduled Former Influential
AMY ANDERSON 

GWINN AREA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
.\OH�FKRVH�$P\�DV�KLV�PRVW�LQćXHQWLDO�HGXFDWRU�LQ������DQG�
she shares this message:

To the honored graduates of the Class of 2020 and their families,

As the speaker who was to be featured at the Excellence in 
(GXFDWLRQ�HYHQW�KRVWHG�E\�*URZ�	�/HDG��&RPPXQLW\�DQG�<RXWK�
'HYHORSPHQW��,�KRSH�WKLV�PHVVDJH�ĆQGV�\RX�ZHOO���,�ZRXOG�KDYH�
OLNHG� QRWKLQJ�PRUH� WKDQ� WR� EULHć\� WDON� DERXW�P\� SDVVLRQ� IRU�
educating high school students at the program, but alas, it was 
not to be. The situation with COVID-19 has changed many 
aspects of our daily life, but it certainly does not have the 
power to diminish the accomplishments made by this amazing 
group of Excellence in Education awardees from Marquette 
and Alger Counties. As parents of a (college) senior ourselves, 
my husband and I are keenly aware of how much the seniors 
are missing out on – no last dance or spring prom, no ‘senior skip 
day’, and no family gathering with cousins, aunts, uncles, and grandparents from 
near and far to share in the beloved walk across the stage to be handed a diploma on a beautiful 
spring day. The class of 2020 is missing the opportunity to say goodbye to teachers, bus drivers, 
school staff, and classmates, especially the younger students who have looked up these amazing 
role models for years. What COVID can’t do, however, is diminish the accomplishments this group of 
graduating seniors has made throughout their K-12 education.

$V�D�WHDFKHU�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�SLFNHG�DV�D�ç0RVW�,QćXHQWLDO�(GXFDWRUè�RQ�PDQ\�RFFDVLRQV��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
express my gratitude and appreciation for these students who graduate in the top 5% of their class.  
%HLQJ�FKRVHQ�E\�D�VWXGHQW�LV�D�UDUH�KRQRU�ZKLFK�VLJQLĆHV�WKDW�D�GHHS�DQG�ODVWLQJ�PXWXDO�UHVSHFW�KDV�
been established between the student and their teacher. Going forward, the bond that was forged 
between us remains strong and meaningful, even if we don’t see each other for years. As a teacher, 
formal recognition of this connection is incredibly meaningful and truly appreciated. Though I don’t 
personally know all of the students honored in this year’s Excellence in Education program, I am 
certain I speak for your teachers when I say that you are ready for the next set of challenges you face 
DV�\RX�JUDGXDWH��<RXèYH�VSHQW�D�OLIHWLPH�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�\RXU�JUDGXDWLRQ��EXW�\RXèOO�VRRQ�VHH�WKDW�WKHUH�
are many more exciting adventures ahead.  Know that the teachers you are leaving behind will be 
cheering for you and supporting you every step of the way and that we’ll always be here if you need us.  

%HVW�ZLVKHV�DQG�VLQFHUH�FRQJUDWXODWLRQV��&ODVV�RI������
7KLV�LV�GHĆQLWHO\�D�JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVV�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�

Amy Anderson is a Negaunee native and life-long U.P. 
resident. She is a graduate of Negaunee Public Schools 
and completed her post-secondary education at Northern 
Michigan University, earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
ELRORJ\�LQ�������D�WHDFKLQJ�FHUWLĆFDWH�LQ�������DQG�D�0DVWHU�
of Arts in Education degree in secondary education in 2001. 
$IWHU� D� IXOĆOOLQJ� DQG� UHZDUGLQJ� FDUHHU� DV� D� VFLHQFH� WHDFKHU�
at Sault Ste. Marie Middle School (1995-1999) and Gwinn 
High School (1999-2020), Amy is now working with college 
freshmen as a contingent faculty member in Northern 
Michigan University’s Department of Chemistry. In her free 
time, Amy enjoys traveling with her family, reading, and being 
outdoors. 

�����([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ
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day’, and no family gathering with cousins, aunts, uncles, and grandparents from 
near and far to share in the beloved walk across the stage to be handed a diploma on a beautiful 
spring day. The class of 2020 is missing the opportunity to say goodbye to teachers, bus drivers, 
school staff, and classmates, especially the younger students who have looked up these amazing 
role models for years. What COVID can’t do, however, is diminish the accomplishments this group of 
graduating seniors has made throughout their K-12 education.
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express my gratitude and appreciation for these students who graduate in the top 5% of their class.  
%HLQJ�FKRVHQ�E\�D�VWXGHQW�LV�D�UDUH�KRQRU�ZKLFK�VLJQLĆHV�WKDW�D�GHHS�DQG�ODVWLQJ�PXWXDO�UHVSHFW�KDV�
been established between the student and their teacher. Going forward, the bond that was forged 
between us remains strong and meaningful, even if we don’t see each other for years. As a teacher, 
formal recognition of this connection is incredibly meaningful and truly appreciated. Though I don’t 
personally know all of the students honored in this year’s Excellence in Education program, I am 
certain I speak for your teachers when I say that you are ready for the next set of challenges you face 
DV�\RX�JUDGXDWH��<RXèYH�VSHQW�D�OLIHWLPH�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�\RXU�JUDGXDWLRQ��EXW�\RXèOO�VRRQ�VHH�WKDW�WKHUH�
are many more exciting adventures ahead.  Know that the teachers you are leaving behind will be 
cheering for you and supporting you every step of the way and that we’ll always be here if you need us.  
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7KLV�LV�GHĆQLWHO\�D�JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVV�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�

Former Influential



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations
([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.

Sponsors
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2022 ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

BURT TOWNSHIP SCHOOL

Laurynne Christian, child of Pat and 
Angela Burns, receives the Scholarship in 
Honor of Frank and Ruth Mead.  Laurynne 
selected Dixie McCormick, high school 
�m]Ѵbv_�|;-1_;u�-v�lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�
v|-ঞm]� ľ�uvĺ� �1�oulb1h� _-v� _;Ѵr;7� l;�
0;1ol;�-�0;�;u� v|�7;m|�0�� |;-1_bm]�l;�
how to push myself to succeed.” Laurynne 
�bѴѴ�-�;m7�1oѴѴ;];�-m7�r�uv�;�-�1-u;;u�bm�
nursing or medical imaging.

Brittany Desotellķ� �1_bѴ7�o=��ub1���;Ѵ;�;�
-m7� �_ubvঞm;� 	-�]_;u|�ķ� u;1;b�;v�
the Catherine A. Kroll and Michael 
�uohoro�b1�� "1_oѴ-uv_brĺ� � �ub�-m�� _-v�
chosen Kyle Hantz, middle and high 
v1_ooѴ� 0-m7� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�v_-ubm]�ľ�;�|-�]_|�l;�|o�0;Ѵb;�;�
in myself. He also taught me to laugh at 
l�v;Ѵ=ĺĿ� �ub�-m�� �bѴѴ� 0;� |-hbm]� 1;uঞC;7�
nursing assistant classes this summer 
-m7�|_;m�rѴ-mv�|o�-�;m7�|_;��-���oѴѴ;];�
nursing program to become a registered 
nurse. 

GWINN AREA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
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Jordana Hardyķ� � 1_bѴ7� o=� ��vঞm� �-u7��
-m7� !;0;11-� �-uu;�ķ� bv� ru;v;m|;7� �b|_�
the William Olson Family Scholarship 
and selected Michael Nicosia, middle 
and high school woodshop and building 
|u-7;v� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v-�bm]� ľ�;Ľv� |_;� om;� |;-1_;u�
I know I can turn to for absolutely 
anything, and he makes the classroom 
an amazing environment.” Jordana will 
-�;m7��b1_b]-m�$;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ�&mb�;uvb|��
to study civil engineering and plans to 
build and improve infrastructure such as 
roads and bridges.

Keegan Woodsķ�1_bѴ7�o=��-�_;��)oo7v�
and Amy and John Kimsel, receives the 
�omou� �u;7b|� &mbom� "1_oѴ-uv_br� -m7�
honors Leela Heinzel, middle and high 
v1_ooѴ�-Ѵ];0u-�|;-1_;uķ�-v�lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ"_;� _;Ѵr;7� l;� v|;r�
out of my comfort zone and had high 
;�r;1|-ঞomv� o=� l;ĺĿ� �;;]-m� �bѴѴ� -�;m7�
|_;� &mb�;uvb|�� o=� �b1_b]-m� -m7� rѴ-mv� |o�
0;1ol;�-�7;mঞv|ĺ

Abigail Bruhnke, child of Robert and 
Gwen Bruhnke, receives the Francis 
-m7� �;m;�b;�;� $o�vb]m-m|� �;loub-Ѵ�
Scholarship. Abigail chose Jodi Crist, 
middle school language arts and 12th 
grade personal living teacher, as most 
bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�moঞm]�ľ�vĺ��ubv|�_-v�
-Ѵ�-�v� ;lb�;7� -� v;mv;� o=� 1olr-vvbomķ�
understanding and warmth in all of the 
years that I had the pleasure of knowing 
her. Her method of teaching is very 
bm1Ѵ�vb�;�o=�;�;u�om;Ľv�m;;7v�-m7�=o1�v;v�
om� u;-ѴŊѴb=;� vhbѴѴvĺĿ� �0b]-bѴ� �bѴѴ� -�;m7�
�ou|_;um� �b1_b]-m� &mb�;uvb|�� |o� l-fou�
bm� v;1om7-u��l�vb1�;7�1-ঞom�-m7�_or;v�
to teach music in Ishpeming or another 
&rr;u��;mbmv�Ѵ-�v1_ooѴĺ

ISHPEMING PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Hannah DeLoughary, child of Kevin and 
Beth DeLoughary, is presented with the 
Scholarship in Honor of Dorothy and 
)bѴѴb-l� ľ�;;Ŀ� "b��Ѵ-� -m7� _omouv� �-u1b-�
�u�;�ķ� hbm7;u]-u|;m� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|�
bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ�uvĺ� �u�;��
�-v�l��Cuv|� |;-1_;uĺ� "_;� |-�]_|�l;� |_;�
0-vb1v�o=�;�;u�|_bm]ĺ��Ľ�;�0�bѴ|��rom�|_ov;�
|_bm]v�-m7��bѴѴ� 1omঞm�;� |o�7o�vo� =ou� |_;�
u;v|� o=� l�� Ѵb=;ĺ� �=� �� 7b7mĽ|� u;1;b�;� |_-|�
ruor;u� v|-u|� |o�l�� ;7�1-ঞomķ� ���o�Ѵ7mĽ|�
have been as academically successful as 
�� -l� |o7-�ĺĿ� �-mm-_� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� 1oѴѴ;];�
to pursue a business degree and plans to 
open a photography business.

Elisabeth Gracyalnyķ� 1_bѴ7� o=� $u-�bv� -m7�
Jenny Gracyalny, receives the John and 
!�|_� �-ub;ম� �;loub-Ѵ� "1_oѴ-uv_br� -m7�
1_ov;� �ou;�� "ঞѴ;vķ� _b]_� v1_ooѴ� �m]Ѵbv_�
|;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou�
moঞm]�ľ�;� bv�-m�-l-�bm]�|;-1_;u�-m7�_;�
makes learning fun. I always look forward 
|o� _bv� 1Ѵ-vvĺĿ� �Ѵbv-0;|_� rѴ-mv� |o� -�;m7�
college and open a small business.

Megan Racine, child of Sean Racine 
and Amy McCormick, receives the 
Susan Chinn Memorial Scholarship.  
Becky Bertucci, high school Spanish 
-m7� =�m1ঞomvķ� v|-ঞvঞ1v�ş� |ub]omol;|u��
|;-1_;uķ��-v� 1_ov;m� -v�lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ouĺ� �;]-m� v_-u;v� ľ"_;� bv� �;u��
orঞlbvঞ1� -m7� _;u� rovbঞ�;� -ম|�7;�
makes learning fun and easy. She also 
engages with all of her students and is 
-Ѵ�-�v�v�r;u�_;Ѵr=�ѴĺĿ��;]-m��bѴѴ�-�;m7�
college to study veterinary nursing and 
work with animals.
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Savannah Salmi, child of Shane Salmi 
and Jennifer Pennell, receives the Snyder 
Drug Scholarship and chose Dennie Korpi, 
middle and high school band teacher, as 
lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�v|-ঞm]�ľ��Ѵooh��r�
|o�_blĺ��;Ľv�Ѵbh;�-mo|_;u�]u-m7=-|_;uĺ��;Ľv�
taught me everything that I know about 
music.” Savannah will study at Northern 
�b1_b]-m�&mb�;uvb|��-m7�rѴ-mv�|o�0;1ol;�
-m�-�|oloঞ�;�|;1_mb1b-mĺ

Harrison Anthosķ�1_bѴ7�o=�$ol�-m7��-�Ѵb;�
Anthos, receives the Mining Journal 
Scholarship and chose Ruth Robb, high 
v1_ooѴ� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v_-ubm]� ľ"_;� u;lbm7v� l;� |o�
stay young. She taught me how to live 
bm|;mঞom-ѴѴ�� -m7� h;;r� l�� ;�;v� or;m�
to new experiences.” Harrison plans to 
pursue a career in ethical hacking and data 
security.

MARQUETTE AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Abigail Bergmannķ�1_bѴ7�o=�$bl�-m7��o7b;�
Bergmann, is presented with the Range 
Bank Scholarship and is honoring Kelly 
Valensky Lenaghen, middle school algebra 
|;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ouĺ�
Abigail has known her for most of her life, 
and they have worked together in and 
o�|�o=�|_;�1Ѵ-vvuoolĺ��0b]-bѴ��bѴѴ�l-fou�bm�
biochemistry and minor in environmental 
sciences and plans a career doing research 
-m7�ruo|;1ঞm]��-u|_�-m7�b|v�ou]-mbvlvĺ�
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Amelia Bishopķ�1_bѴ7�o=�$o77�-m7��;mmb=;u�
Bishop, receives the John M. Longyear 
Scholarship and chose Jan Brodersen, high 
v1_ooѴ� 1_obu� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
|;-1_;u� v|-ঞm]� ľ"_;� bv� bm1u;7b0Ѵ��
v�rrouঞ�;� -m7� loঞ�-|;v� l;� |o� ]uo��
in music and in life through her honesty 
and advice.” Amelia will study history and 
roѴbঞ1v� -|� |_;� &mb�;uvb|�� o=� ��=ou7� bm�
|_;�&ĺ�ĺ� -m7� rѴ-mv� |o� r�uv�;� -� 1-u;;u� bm�
diplomacy or law.

Kai Carter, child of Shane Carter and 
Quintesa Crawford, is presented with the 
�o;� ş� �-|� �Ѵ-h;� 
-lbѴ�� "1_oѴ-uv_br� -m7�
chose Roger Bentlage, pilot mentor and 
!o|-u�� �Ѵ�0�l;l0;uķ� -v�lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v_-ubm]� ľ!o];u� ]b�;v� l;� |_;�
1o�u-];ķ� 1omC7;m1;� -m7� 1omm;1ঞomv� ��
m;;7�|o�r�uv�;�l��7u;-lv�|_-|��o�Ѵ7mĽ|�
be possible otherwise.” Kai will study 
Ѵbm]�bvঞ1v� ou� -m|_uoroѴo]�� bm� �;ul-m��
and will pursue a career as translator or 
-l0-vv-7ou�-0uo-7�-m7��bѴѴ�-Ѵvo�1omঞm�;�
with art and music.

Torrey Cookman, child of Robb and 
�;1h���oohl-mķ� u;1;b�;v� |_;��-ut�;�;�
�oll�mb|�� 
;7;u-Ѵ� �u;7b|� &mbom�
Scholarship and selected Wendy Hill 
Manson, high school biology teacher, as 
lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�v|-ঞm]�ľ�uvĺ��bѴѴ�
Manson pushed me to grow and adopt 
good habits that I will use throughout my 
;7�1-ঞomĺĿ� $ouu;�� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� 1oѴѴ;];� |o�
study mechanical engineering and would 
like to design and work with sustainable 
energy systems. 
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Lexi Danielkiewicz, child of Kirk and 
Debbie Danielkiewicz, receives the 
Scholarship in Honor of Rev. Msgr. Jed 
�-|ub1h�-m7�_omouv��-�_;����7�b]ķ�_b]_�
v1_ooѴ� 0-m7� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�moঞm]�ľ	uĺ���7�b]�_-v�mo|�omѴ��
helped me to grow as a musician, but has 
also taught me valuable life lessons in the 
process, as well as having shown me what 
it takes to be successful at anything I do.” 
Lexi will pursue a degree in pre-veterinary 
medicine and plans to become a large 
animal veterinarian.

Dakota Farwell, child of Frank and Laura 
Farwell, is presented the Melanie J. Pence 
Rohr, J.D. and Dr. Steven L. Pence, Jr. 
Scholarship and names Rachel Pomeroy, 
high school geometry and AP physics 
|;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou�
0;1-�v;� v_;� _;Ѵr;7� 	-ho|-� ľ�m7;uv|-m7�
physics nicely which is needed in order 
to be an engineer.” Dakota will study 
;Ѵ;1|ub1-Ѵ�;m]bm;;ubm]�-m7�roѴbঞ1-Ѵ�v1b;m1;�
and pursue a career in clean energy and 
blrѴ;l;m|-ঞomĺ

Alexa Guindon, child of Paul and Rachel 
Guindon, receives the Rotary Club of 
�-ut�;�;� ��;lrѴ-u�� !o|-ub-m� ��u|�
Sparhawk Scholarship and selected Karl 
$_olv;mķ� _b]_� v1_ooѴ� -Ѵ];0u-� |;-1_;uķ�
-v�lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ�uĺ�
$_olv;m� 1omvbv|;m|Ѵ�� 1_-ѴѴ;m];7� l;� bm�
;�1bঞm]��-�vķ�l-7;�l;�=;;Ѵ�1ol=ou|-0Ѵ;�
with being wrong and excited to always 
try again.” Alexa will study biochemistry at 
�ou|_;um� �b1_b]-m� &mb�;uvb|�� -m7� rѴ-mv�
=ou�-�1-u;;u�bm�l;7b1-Ѵ�u;v;-u1_�u;Ѵ-ঞm]�|o�
the human microbiome.



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations
([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.

Sponsors
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Brooklyn Michelin, child of Clint and 
Jennifer Michelin, is presented with the 
!;bfo��_o�"1_oѴ-uv_br�-m7�m-l;7�);m7��
Hill Manson, high school biology and 
��� 0boѴo]�� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�v_-ubm]�ľ"_;�_;Ѵr;7�l;�7bv1o�;u�
my interest in biology and inspired me to 
pursue a career in the sciences.” Brooklyn 
�bѴѴ� -�;m7� |_;� &mb�;uvb|�� o=� �b1_b]-m�
to study biology or molecular, cellular 
and developmental biology and plans to 
pursue a career within academia.

Maria Milladoķ� 1_bѴ7�o=��Ѵb@�-m7�
u-m1;v�
�bѴѴ-7oķ� u;1;b�;v� |_;� $_ol-v� �-Ѵ7bmb�
Scholarship and selected Ronda Manninen, 
_b]_�v1_ooѴ�_;-Ѵ|_�o11�r-ঞomv�|;-1_;uķ�-v�
lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�v|-ঞm]�ľ��Ѵo�;�_;u�
class and her teaching styles, lessons and 
r;uvom-Ѵb|�ĺĿ��-ub-��bѴѴ� -�;m7� &mb�;uvb|��
of Michigan and is considering a career in 
|_;�l;7b1-Ѵ�C;Ѵ7�ou� bm�|_;�;m�buoml;m|-Ѵ�
sciences. 

Triumph Ngafeeson, child of Madison and 
Claudia Ngafeeson, is presented with the 
William and Carol LaVallie Scholarship 
and chose Kim Stadt, high school English 
|;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou�
v|-ঞm]� ľ�vĺ� "|-7|� bv� -m� -l-�bm]� |;-1_;u�
�_o�_;Ѵr;7�l;�]uo��l���ubঞm]� vhbѴѴvķ� -�
light to all her students and she made me 
vlbѴ;� ;�;u�� 7-�ĺĿ� $ub�lr_� �bѴѴ� r�uv�;� -�
degree in business and plans to become a 
successful businesswoman and speaker to 
young adults.



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations
([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.

Sponsors
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Michael Salo, child of Craig and Annemarie 
Salo, receives the Lincoln and Anne Frazier 
Memorial Scholarship and honors Blythe 
!-bhhoķ�_b]_�v1_ooѴ����&ĺ"ĺ�_bv|ou��-m7����
]o�;uml;m|� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�v|-ঞm]�ľ�vĺ�!-bhho�bv�-�=-m|-vঞ1�
teacher that prepared me well for AP 
;�-lvĺĿ��b1_-;Ѵ��bѴѴ�-�;m7��b1_b]-m�"|-|;�
&mb�;uvb|�� |o� v|�7�� Cm-m1;� -m7� rѴ-mv� |o�
�ouh�bm�rub�-|;�;t�b|��ou�Cm-m1b-Ѵ�-7�bvbm]ĺ

Aiden Swanson, child of Chris and Kay 
"�-mvomķ�u;1;b�;v�|_;��-|_;ubm;�$_�um;u�
Memorial Scholarship and selected Ronda 
Manninen, high school anatomy and health 
o11�r-ঞomv� -7�bvouķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�v_-ubm]�ľ"_;�_-v�_;Ѵr;7�ru;r-u;�
me for my career in medicine and given me 
l-m���-Ѵ�-0Ѵ;�orrou|�mbঞ;v�|o�;�rѴou;�-�
=�|�u;�1-u;;uĺĿ��b7;m��bѴѴ�-�;m7�&mb�;uvb|��
of Michigan to study biological sciences 
and plans to work in a medical health care 
u;Ѵ-|;7�C;Ѵ7ĺ

Axel Vermaat, child of Maarten and 
�-|_Ѵ;;m�(;ul--|ķ�u;1;b�;v�|_;�&���;-Ѵ|_�
System Scholarship and chose Natalie 
Messano, high school chemistry and AP 
1_;lbv|u�� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�v_-ubm]�ľ�vĺ��;vv-mo�bv�-�]u;-|�
teacher in a hard class that prepared 
l;� =ou� 1oѴѴ;];ĺĿ� ��;Ѵ� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� 1oѴѴ;];�
and pursue a career as an economist or 
roѴbঞ1b-mĺ



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations
([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.

Sponsors
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John Weber, child of Karl and Peggy 
Weber, is presented with the Scholarship 
in Memory of Rev. Msgr. Louis G. Cappo. 
John selected Ben Smith, high school 
��� v|-ঞvঞ1v� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v_-ubm]� ľ�uĺ�"lb|_� bv� -�rovbঞ�;�
and outgoing person as a teacher and 
-v� l�� ]oѴ=� 1o-1_ĺĿ� �o_m� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� |_;�
&mb�;uvb|�� o=� �b1_b]-m� !ovv� "1_ooѴ� o=�
Business and plans to work in investment 
banking.

Benjamin Wedin, child of Robert and 
Bitsy Wedin, receives the Gadzinski Family 
"1_oѴ-uv_brĺ� � �;mf-lbm� v;Ѵ;1|;7� �_ubv�
$_olvķ� lb77Ѵ;� v1_ooѴ� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|�
bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� moঞm]� ľ�uĺ� $_olv�
encouraged me to be the best student I 
1o�Ѵ7� 0;ĺĿ� �;mf-lbm� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� 1oѴѴ;];�
and plans to improve the world through 
science or technology.

Madeline Cole, child of Richard and 
Mandy Cole receives the Richard and 
Mary Bowerman Scholarship and chose 
�-m7��
u-mমķ�_b]_�v1_ooѴ�"$���|;-1_;uķ�
-v�lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�v_-ubm]�ľ"_;�
taught me more than any other teacher 
and was genuinely excited to teach. 
During some of my lowest moments she 
was there for me and truly cared about 
how I was doing.” Madeline will study pre-
l;7�-|�&mb�;uvb|��o=��b1_b]-m�-m7�rѴ-mv�
to work as a surgeon.

MUNISING PUBLIC SCHOOLS



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations
([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.
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Maci Cornish, child of William and 
Jennifer Cornish, receives the Neenah, 
Incorporated Scholarship. Maci chose 
�-m7��
u-mমķ�_b]_�v1_ooѴ�-rrѴb;7�r_�vb1v�
-m7� r_�vb1v� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�-m7�mo|;v�ľ�vĺ�
u-mম�_-v�_;Ѵr;7�
l;� Ѵ;-um� |_-|�"$��� bv� |u�Ѵ���_-|� ���-m|�
to do for the rest of my life. Her physics 
classes were so much fun.” Maci will 
pursue a mechanical engineering degree 
-|��b1_b]-m�$;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ�&mb�;uvb|��-m7�
plans to work in research and development, 
specializing in engine design.

Valerie Johnson, child of Jamie Johnson 
and the late Barry Johnson, receives the 
�b-�-|_-� �oll�mb1-ঞomv� �m1ourou-|;7�
Scholarship. Valerie selected Jim Cotey, 
high school algebra and chemistry teacher, 
-v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ�uĺ�
Cotey is always willing to help me with 
_ol;�ouhķ�;�;m�b=�b|Ľv�=ou�-mo|_;u�v�0f;1|ĺ�
�;�l-h;v�b|�-�robm|�|o�_-�;�-�1om�;uv-ঞom�
�b|_�l;�;�;u��7-�ķ�;�;m�|_o�]_���7omĽ|�_-�;�
a class with him this year. His kindness and 
great sense of humor always put me in a 
]oo7�loo7ĺĿ�(-Ѵ;ub;��bѴѴ�-�;m7�1oѴѴ;];�-m7�
bv� 1�uu;m|Ѵ�� ;�rѴoubm]� orঞomv� =ou� -� 1-u;;u�
|_-|� 0ubm]v� ;mfo�l;m|� -m7� bm1Ѵ�7;v� |u-�;Ѵ�
and providing for family.

Emily Gauthier, child of Jason and Laura 
�-�|_b;uķ� bv�ru;v;m|;7��b|_�|_;�!o0;u|�ş�
Rena Koskey Scholarship and chose Krista 
Squiers, middle school science teacher, as 
lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v_-ubm]� ľ�bvv�
Squiers is a phenomenal person who has 
bmY�;m1;7�l;�bm�l-m��7b@;u;m|��-�vĺ�"_;�
encouraged and developed my curiosity in 
|_;�1Ѵ-vvuool�-m7�_;Ѵr;7�l;�Cm7�l��Ѵo�;�
=ou� v1b;m1;ĺ� "_;� bv� -� v�l0oѴ� o=� rovbঞ�b|��
and encouragement, reminding those 
around her to be themselves.” Emily will 
pursue a degree in biomedical engineering 
-m7�rѴ-mv�=ou�-�1-u;;u�bm�ঞvv�;�;m]bm;;ubm]�
-m7�u;];m;u-ঞ�;�l;7b1bm;ĺ

NEGAUNEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
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Alyssa Hill, child of John Hill and Danielle 
ş� !o0;u|� �Ѵ;-u�ķ� u;1;b�;v� |_;� "�7m;��
W. Northey Memorial Scholarship and 
has named Krista Squiers, middle school 
v1b;m1;� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ)_;m� �� Cuv|� lo�;7�
|o� �;]-�m;;ķ� �vĺ� "t�b;uv� �-v� |_;� Cuv|�
person to truly make me feel welcome. 
She taught me to grow and adapt to what 
life throws at me, but to never change my 
_;-u|ĺĿ� �Ѵ�vv-� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� �;lb7fb� "|-|;�
&mb�;uvb|�� |o� l-fou� bm� -11o�mঞm]� -m7�
rѴ-��om�|_;��ol;mĽv�0-vh;|0-ѴѴ�-m7�|u-1h�
ş� C;Ѵ7� |;-lvķ� �b|_� rѴ-mv� |o� 0;1ol;� -�
1;uঞC;7�r�0Ѵb1� -11o�m|-m|�-m7�or;m�_;u�
o�m�Culĺ

Mara Sorensen, child of Dave and Gina 
Sorensen, is presented with the Renee 
$_ol-v� �;loub-Ѵ� "1_oѴ-uv_brĺ� �-u-�
chose Sherri Holmgren, high school 
biology and advanced biology teacher, 
-v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� moঞm]� ľ�vĺ�
�oѴl]u;mĽv� hbm7m;vvķ� ;m|_�vb-vl� -m7�
ability to make every lesson engaging have 
inspired my plans for the future.” Mara 
�bѴѴ� l-fou� bm� l;7b1-Ѵ� Ѵ-0ou-|ou�� v1b;m1;�
-|��b1_b]-m�$;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ�&mb�;uvb|��-m7�
plans to work in a clinical lab or research 
facility.

Tessa Standerford, child of Chris and 
�00�� "|-m7;u=ou7ķ� u;1;b�;v� |_;�$u��ou|_�

;7;u-Ѵ� �u;7b|� &mbom� "1_oѴ-uv_br� -m7�
chose Bill Ellerbruch, high school calculus 
-m7� r_�vb1v� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v_-ubm]� ľ�;�-Ѵ�-�v�;m1o�u-];7�
l;� |o� -vh� t�;vঞomvķ� Ő�_;|_;u� |_;��
relate to class content or not) and allows 
for friendly debate, all while teaching 
ruo0Ѵ;l�voѴ�bm]�-m7�r;uv;�;u-m1;ĺĿ�$;vv-�
�bѴѴ� -�;m7��ou|_;um��b1_b]-m�&mb�;uvb|��
|o�7o�0Ѵ;Ŋl-fou�bm�;m�buoml;m|-Ѵ�v1b;m1;�
and sustainable business and enterprise 
1u;-ঞom� -m7� �bѴѴ� r�uv�;� -� 1-u;;u� |_-|�
includes environmental research and 
|u-�;Ѵ�orrou|�mbঞ;vĺ
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Josephine Thomson, child of Patrick 
$_olvom� -m7� �bѴѴ� �bѴѴ;uķ� bv� ru;v;m|;7�
with the Scholarship in Memory of Saima 
Kuivila and has named Gina Sorensen, 
high school English and poetry teacher, 
-v�lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�v|-ঞm]�ľ�uvĺ�
Sorensen always has believed in me unlike 
any other teacher. She has supported me in 
everything and has told me the raw truth. 
Her strong and passionate personality 
helped shape me into who I am and hope 
|o� 0;ĺ� �Ľl� |_-mh=�Ѵ� =ou� ;�;u�|_bm]� �Ľ�;�
Ѵ;-um;7� =uol� _;uĺĿ� �ov;r_bm;� �bѴѴ� -�;m7�
�b1_b]-m� $;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ� &mb�;uvb|�� |o�
l-fou� bm� 0bo1_;lbv|u�� ou� ru;Ŋl;7� -m7�
minor in business and plans to be an 
;m|u;ru;m;�u� -m7� Ѵ;-7;u� bm� |_;� ];m;ঞ1v�
u;v;-u1_�-m7�|;1_moѴo]��C;Ѵ7ĺ

Natalie Blanck, child of Kevin and Heidi 
Blanck, receives the Brian L. Joseph 
Memorial Scholarship. Natalie chose 
"|;�;� �mm;Ѵbmķ� _b]_� v1_ooѴ� l-|_;l-ঞ1v�
|;-1_;u� -v�lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� -m7�
v_-u;v�ľ�;�|-�]_|�l;�-0o�|�l-|�ub|��-m7�
to be a leader. He also taught me that if 
�o��l-h;�-�lbv|-h;ķ� f�v|�0Ѵ-l;� b|�om�|_;�
day of the week.” Natalie will study sports 
v1b;m1;� -|� �ou|_;um��b1_b]-m� &mb�;uvb|��
-m7� r�uv�;� _;u� �-v|;uv� bm� o11�r-ঞom-Ѵ�
|_;u-r��-|��b1_b]-m�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|���b|_�
rѴ-mv�|o�0;1ol;�-m�o11�r-ঞom-Ѵ�|_;u-rbv|�
ou�r_�vb1b-mĽv�-vvbv|-m|ĺ

NICE COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Kalle Keranen, child of Jason and Kate 
Keranen, is presented with the Ishpeming 
Kiwanis Club Scholarship, and honors 
Ronalyn Arseneau, high school business 
law and entrepreneurship teacher, as most 
bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�v|-ঞm]�ľ�vĺ��uv;m;-��
introduced me to the world of business 
and inspired me to pursue something I 
never would have even considered before 
_-�bm]�_;u�-v�-�|;-1_;uĺĿ��-ѴѴ;��bѴѴ�-�;m7�
�b1_b]-m�$;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ�&mb�;uvb|��|o�v|�7��
l-uh;ঞm]� -m7� 0�vbm;vv� -7lbmbv|u-ঞom�
�b|_� rѴ-mv� =ou� -� 1-u;;u� -v� -� l-uh;ঞm]�
;�;1�ঞ�;�bm�|_;�vrou|v�bm7�v|u�ĺ
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Jillian Koski, child of Jared and Renee 
Koski, is presented with the Cory Nelson 
Memorial Scholarship and chose Ronalyn 
Arseneau, high school business teacher, 
-v�lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ�;u�
classes have inspired me to pursue a degree 
in business. She has guided me in Business 
�uo=;vvbom-Ѵv� o=� �l;ub1-� 1olr;ঞঞomv�
�_b1_�_-�;�l-7;�l;�-�m-ঞom-Ѵ�1_-lrbomĺĿ�
�bѴѴb-m��bѴѴ�-�;m7��b1_b]-m�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��
|o� v|�7�� 0�vbm;vv� 0;=ou;� -�;m7bm]� Ѵ-��
v1_ooѴ�|o�0;1ol;�-m�-�oum;�ĺ

Sarina Maki, child of Dan and Sandy Maki, 
is presented with the Scholarship in Honor 
of Charles and Lois Smith. Sarina selected 
Maria Young, high school honors English 
|;-1_;u� v_-ubm]� ľ"_;� 1u;-|;7� -� v-=;�
environment to learn and grow, not only 
as English students, but as individuals.” 
Sarina will pursue a degree in outdoor 
;7�1-ঞom�-|��ou|_Ѵ-m7��oѴѴ;];�bm��v_Ѵ-m7ķ�
Wisconsin, and plans to become a summer 
camp director.

Daniel Ostola, child of Dan and Rochelle 
�v|oѴ-ķ� u;1;b�;v� |_;�&���;-Ѵ|_�"�v|;l�ŋ�
�;ѴѴ��;7b1-Ѵ� "|-@� "1_oѴ-uv_br� -m7� 1_ov;�
Eric Hill, high school world history and 
]o�;uml;m|� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�v_-ubm]�ľ�uĺ��bѴѴ�bv��;u��u;Ѵ-|-0Ѵ;ķ�
easy to talk to and gives the best advice 
om�-m�|_bm]��o��m;;7ĺĿ�	-mb;Ѵ��bѴѴ�-�;m7�
�ou|_;um��b1_b]-m�&mb�;uvb|��-m7�r�uv�;�
his doctorate in sports medicine and 
kinesiology with plans to become a sports 
physician and physical trainer for collegiate 
and professional athletes.
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Natalie Prophet,� 1_bѴ7� o=� �;@� -m7� 	-m-�
Prophet, is presented with the Cleveland 
�Ѵb@vķ� �m1ĺ� "1_oѴ-uv_brĺ� �-|-Ѵb;� v;Ѵ;1|;7�
Maria Young, high school honors English 
|;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou�
-m7� v|-|;v� ľ�uvĺ� +o�m]� |-�]_|� �v� Ѵb=;�
Ѵ;vvomv� -v� �;ѴѴ� -v� |_;� 1Ѵ-vv� v�0f;1|ķ� 0�|�
also showed concern for our academics 
and our personal well-being.” Natalie will 
-�;m7��b1_b]-m�$;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ�&mb�;uvb|��
in pursuit of a biomedical engineering 
degree.

Zakary Senske, child of Ashly Dodd, is 
presented with the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community Scholarship. Zakary named 
Emily Grout, high school biology teacher, 
-v�lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�;7�1-|ou�v|-ঞm]�ľ)_;m�
I was brand new to the school, Mrs. Grout 
helped me get a basic understanding 
of Westwood High School.” Zakary will 
v|�7�� vo[�-u;� ;m]bm;;ubm]� -|� �b1_b]-m�
$;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ� &mb�;uvb|�� -m7� rѴ-mv� |o�
0;1ol;�-�vo[�-u;�;m]bm;;u�-|�-�0b]�|;1_�
company.

Samantha Fortunato, child of John and 
�bl�
ou|�m-|oķ�bv�ru;v;m|;7��b|_�|_;��$ş$�
Scholarship and chose Sarah Waters, high 
school algebra and geometry teacher, 
-v�lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ�vĺ�
Waters has watched me grow academically 
-m7�vo1b-ѴѴ��vbm1;�l��=u;v_l-m��;-uĺ�"_;Ľv�
-Ѵ�-�v�0;;m�|_;u;�=ou�-m��t�;vঞomv���_-�;ĺĿ�
Samantha will pursue a degree in clinical 
Ѵ-0ou-|ou��|;1_moѴo]��-m7�1omঞm�;�om�|o�
neuroscience with a goal of becoming a 
neuroscience researcher.

NORTH STAR MONTESSORI ACADEMY
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Braeden Francisco, child of Kerry and Amy 

u-m1bv1oķ�u;1;b�;v�|_;��;ou];�ş�(bu]bmb-�
Peters Family Scholarship and selected 
"-u-_� )-|;uvķ� _b]_� v1_ooѴ� l-|_;l-ঞ1v�
|;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou�
for her teaching style and the way she 
connected with students. Braeden will 
1omঞm�;� v|�7�bm]� 1o7bm]� -m7� rѴ-mv� |o�
r�uv�;� -� 1-u;;u� -v� -� f�mbou� 7;�;Ѵor;uķ�
working with Java script.

Jillian Kangas, child of Jon and Allison 
Kangas, is presented with the Peninsula 
�;7b1-Ѵ� "1_oѴ-uv_br� -m7� v;Ѵ;1|v��mm;�;�
Gleason, high school trigonometry 
|;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou�
v|-ঞm]�ľ��1_ov;��uvĺ��Ѵ;-vom�0;1-�v;�v_;�
bv�7;7b1-|;7� |o� blruo�bm]�l��;7�1-ঞomĺĿ�
�bѴѴb-m� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� �ou|_;um� �b1_b]-m�
&mb�;uvb|��=ou�r-u-Ѵ;]-Ѵ�v|�7b;v�-m7�rѴ-mv�
to become a senior paralegal.

Derek Koskiķ� 1_bѴ7� o=� �om� -m7� �ubvঞm-�
�ovhbķ� u;1;b�;v� |_;� �b1oѴ;|� �-ঞom-Ѵ�
�-mh� "1_oѴ-uv_brĺ� 	;u;h� 1_ov;��-�_;��
Barbercheck, middle and high school 
bm7�v|ub-Ѵ�-u|v�|;-1_;uķ�-v�lov|�bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou�moঞm]�ľ�;� bv� |_;�u;-vom� ���-m|�
to enter the trades, he has been such a 
rovbঞ�;� bmY�;m1;ĺĿ� 	;u;h� �bѴѴ� fobm� |_;�
�ouh=ou1;� -m7� -�;m7� |;1_mb1-Ѵ� 1oѴѴ;];�
|o� r�uv�;� v;�;u-Ѵ� |u-7;v� 1;uঞC1-|;vķ�
including mechanic and electrician.

REPUBLIC-MICHIGAMME SCHOOLS
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Abigail Oslund, child of Samantha Suomi, 
receives the Wells Fargo Scholarship. 
Abigail selected Shannon Miller, middle 
and high school English teacher, as most 
bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]� ľ"_;� _-v�
inspired me and pushed me to be my best. 
"_;�v;;v�|_;�ro|;mঞ-Ѵ���_-�;�-m7�u;=�v;v�
to see or let me be anything but my best.” 
Abigail will study veterinary medicine 
-|� &mb�;uvb|�� o=�)bv1omvbm� ŋ� �u;;m� �-��
and plans to work at a veterinary clinic 
or hospital and eventually at an aquarium 
�b|_�-t�-ঞ1�-mbl-Ѵvĺ

Eva LaVallie, child of Dean LaVallie and 
Alisa Charlebois, is presented with the 
Munising Memorial Hospital Scholarship. 
Eva chose Erin Menhennick, high school 
0boѴo]�� |;-1_;uķ� -v� lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ�
;7�1-|ou� v_-ubm]� ľ�uvĺ� �;m_;mmb1hĽv�
biology class helped me realize what I want 
to do for the rest of my life. She helped 
me realize my passion for biology.” Eva will 
pursue a degree in zoology and wants to 
blr-1|�1omv;u�-ঞom�-m7�_;Ѵr��bѴ7Ѵb=;ĺ

SUPERIOR CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Ethan Phillipsonķ� 1_bѴ7� o=� �ll;��
Phillipson and the late Rabecca Phillipson, 
is presented with the Peoples State 
Bank Scholarship. Ethan chose Shannon 
Hancock, high school English teacher, as 
lov|� bmY�;mঞ-Ѵ� ;7�1-|ou� v|-ঞm]ķ� ľ"_;�
has been my personal favorite teacher 
to work with, striking a balance between 
thoroughly funny and strict. She has also 
been the teacher of several less-desired 
1Ѵ-vv;v� -m7� l-7;� |_;l� ;mfo�-0Ѵ;� -m7�
�m7;uv|-m7-0Ѵ;ķ�l-hbm]�l;�-�0;�;u��ub|;u�
and student overall.” Ethan plans to pursue 
a civil engineering degree at Michigan 
$;1_moѴo]b1-Ѵ� &mb�;uvb|�� -m7� 0;1ol;�
-� 1omv|u�1ঞom� l-m-];u� -m7� �ouh� om�
1oll�mb|��blruo�;l;m|�ruof;1|vĺ
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EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SPONSORS

Thank You!

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION SPONSORS
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2022 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS

Paraprofessional and Librarian Kathy Walther receives the Autrain-
Onota Public Schools Professional Development Award. Kathy will use 
WKH�DZDUG� WR� IXQG�DQ�DUWV�DQG�FXOWXUH�ĆHOG� WULS� IRU�SUHVFKRRO� WKURXJK�
second grade students. The students will visit Peter White Public Library, 
enjoy a restaurant lunch and do an art project at Hot Plate Pottery.

�b77Ѵ;� -m7� �b]_� "1_ooѴ� �m]Ѵbv_� $;-1_;u�Dixie McCormick receives 
the Fred W. and June M. Schaefer Professional Development Award. 
	b�b;ķ�-Ѵom]��b|_�"1b;m1;�$;-1_;u��ou7om�$;v|;uķ��bѴѴ��v;�|_;�-�-u7�|o�
r�u1_-v;���	�v|-];�Ѵb]_|v�=ou�r;u=oulbm]�-u|v�-1ঞ�bঞ;vķ��_b1_��bѴѴ�-ѴѴo��
v|�7;m|v�|o�Ѵ;-um�lo7;um�vhbѴѴv�bm�v|-];�Ѵb]_ঞm]ĺ

AUTRAIN-ONOTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BURT TOWNSHIP SCHOOL
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�b77Ѵ;� "1_ooѴ� "1b;m1;�$;-1_;u�Alexandra Gencheff receives the Dr. 
Elmer J. Schacht Professional Development Award. Alexandra will 
1u;-|;� -� "$���l-h;uvr-1;� -m7� ;m_-m1;� |_;� |;1_moѴo]�� 1olrom;m|�
�b|_�uo0oঞ1vķ�];m;u-|ou�-m7�lo|ou�hb|vķ�;�rovbm]�v|�7;m|v�|o�|_;�0-vb1v�
o=�|;1_moѴo]�ķ�ruo]u-llbm]�-m7�1olr�|-ঞom-Ѵ�|_bmhbm]�vhbѴѴvĺ�

FATHER MARQUETTE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

�m7�v|ub-Ѵņ(o1-ঞom-Ѵ�$;1_�-m7���bѴ7bm]�$u-7;v�$;-1_;u�Michael Nicosia 
u;1;b�;v� |_;��ѴѴ�oo7�-m7� �7-l-;��-�vom��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|�
��-u7ĺ� �b1_-;Ѵ� �bѴѴ� -�;m7� -� ľ�;ol;|u�� bm� �omv|u�1ঞomĿ� |u-bmbm]�
v;lbm-uķ��_b1_� =o1�v;v� om� |_;�l-|_� bm�oѴ�;7� bm� 1omv|u�1ঞomķ� ]b�bm]�
students hands-on experience while learning geometry.

GWINN AREA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

$_;� �uo=;vvbom-Ѵ� 	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7� bm� �omou� o=� !�|_��mm��-uѴ;��
�oѴlv|uol�bv�ru;v;m|;7�|o��;ol;|u��-m7��Ѵ];0u-�Ɛ�$;-1_;u�Travis Polk. 
$u-�bv��bѴѴ�-Ѵvo�-�;m7�|_;�ľ�;ol;|u��bm��omv|u�1ঞomĿ�|u-bmbm]�v;lbm-uķ�
|o� 1u;-|;� -� ruo]u-l� |o� �ঞѴb�;� -m7� ruolo|;� -� _-m7vŊom� -rruo-1_� |o�
];ol;|u��|o�_;Ѵr�v|�7;m|v��b|_�l-|_�v1ou;v�-m7�"$���ruof;1|vĺ
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�b77Ѵ;� "1_ooѴ� �m]Ѵbv_� -m7��b]_� "1_ooѴ� �;uvom-Ѵ� �b�bm]�$;-1_;u� Jodi 
Crist receives the Peninsula Medical Professional Development Award. 
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-m7�|;-1_;u�l-|;ub-Ѵv� |o� =oul�-� Ѵb|;u-|�u;�1bu1Ѵ;ĺ�$_;�mo�;Ѵv� =o1�v�om�
overcoming adversity and developing resilience through challenges.

ISHPEMING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

$_;��_�ѴѴbv� -m7��-��!;�moѴ7v�
o�m7-ঞom��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|�
��-u7� bv� ru;v;m|;7� |o� �bm7;u]-u|;m� $;-1_;u�Rita Hausher. Rita will 
purchase grade appropriate science kits and books to implement hands-
om�v1b;m1;�-1ঞ�bঞ;v��b|_�v|�7;m|vĺ�

$_;� �o_m� -m7� 	;0ou-_� (;b_|� �uo=;vvbom-Ѵ� 	;�;Ѵorl;m|� ��-u7� bv�
ru;v;m|;7� |o��u;-|� �-h;v�!;1o�;u���;m|;uv�$;-1_;u�Paul Trdanĺ�$_;�
-�-u7��bѴѴ�0;��v;7�|o�r�u1_-v;� fo�um-Ѵv� =ou�-�ľ)ub|;�|o��b�;Ŀ�ruof;1|ķ�
ruo�b7bm]� -ѴѴ� ƑƏƑƐŊƑƏƑƑ� v|�7;m|v��b|_� |_;� ľ���-m|� |o� Ѵb�;ĻĿ� ;m|ub;v�
�ub�;m�0��|_;�1Ѵ-vv�|_uo�]_o�|�|_;��;-uķ�|o�v;u�;�-v�-�u;lbm7;u�o=�_o��
|o�lo�;�=ou�-u7��_;m�;�r;ub;m1bm]�l;m|-Ѵ�-m7�;loঞom-Ѵ�1_-ѴѴ;m];vĺ

MARESA
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�m]Ѵbv_ķ���0Ѵbv_bm]�-m7��_o|o]u-r_��$;-1_;u�Cynthia DePetro receives 
|_;� !o|-u�� �Ѵ�0� o=� �-ut�;�;� �uo=;vvbom-Ѵ� 	;�;Ѵorl;m|� ��-u7ĺ�
"|�7;m|v��bѴѴ�0;��bvbঞm]�$-_t�-l;mom�
-ѴѴv�-v�r-u|�o=�-�1uovvŊ1�uub1�Ѵ-u�
ruof;1|ķ�1ol0bmbm]��m]Ѵbv_ķ�r_o|o]u-r_��-m7�];o]u-r_�ĺ�"|�7;m|v�-u;�
u;-7bm]�|_;�0oohķ�$_;��-uv_��bm]Ľv�	-�]_|;uķ��_b1_�|-h;v�rѴ-1;�bm�|_;�
;-v|;um�&rr;u��;mbmv�Ѵ-ĺ�$_;���bѴѴ�;�rѴou;�-m7�r_o|o]u-r_�vol;�o=�|_;�
-u;-v�l;mঞom;7�bm�|_;�0oohĺ

MARQUETTE AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

$_;��-uѴ�-m7���mm;��-ll;uv|uol��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7�bv�
ru;v;m|;7� |o��b]_�"1_ooѴ�"r-mbv_�$;-1_;u�Katelynn Jensen. She will 
�v;�|_;�=�m7v�|o�ruo�b7;�|�o�v|�7;m|v��b|_�ŪƑƔƏ�v1_oѴ-uv_brv�|o�o@v;|�
1ov|v� bm� r-uঞ1br-ঞm]� bm� |_;��ov|-� !b1-m� "|�7;m|� ��1_-m];� ruo]u-lķ�
giving them the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the 
language and culture.

";1om7��u-7;�$;-1_;u�Peggy Lagina� bv�-�-u7;7�|_;��u-b]�-m7��ubvঞm�
Wilmes Professional Development Award. Peggy will purchase 
ru;=;u;mঞ-Ѵ�v;-ঞm]�orঞomvŌ�b]]Ѵ;�v;-|vķ�u;-7bm]�0;m1_;v�-m7�v|ooѴvŌ
|o�-11ollo7-|;�v|�7;m|vĽ�m;;7v�-m7�1ol=ou|�Ѵ;�;Ѵvķ�|_�v�;m1o�u-]bm]�
more reading.
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�-u;;uņ�oѴѴ;];� !;-7bm;vv� $;-1_;u� Brian Prill receives the A. Felch 
Pendill Professional Development Award. Brian will purchase two new 
grow lights for the hydroponic and aquaponic laboratory. Over the past 
C�;��;-uvķ�v|�7;m|v�_-�;�0;;m�Ѵ;-umbm]�-0o�|�rѴ-m|�0boѴo]�ķ�|_;�m�|ub;m|�
1�1Ѵ;�-m7�|_;�blrou|-m1;�o=�=oo7�v;1�ub|�ķ�-ѴѴ��_bѴ;�1-ubm]�=ou�Cv_�-m7�
]uo�bm]�rѴ-m|vĺ�$_;�Ѵb]_|v��bѴѴ�|-h;�|_;�Ѵ-0�|o�-�m;��Ѵ;�;Ѵ�bm�0;bm]�-0Ѵ;�
to supply food to the school, while students learn entrepreneurial skills 
-m7�r-uঞ1br-|;�bm�-�_-m7vŊom�"$���ruof;1|ĺ

$_;�&���;-Ѵ|_�"�v|;l��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7�bv�ru;v;m|;7�
|o��rrѴb;7��_�vb1v�-m7�"$���$;-1_;u�Mandy Frantti. Mandy will use 
|_;� -�-u7� |o� r�u1_-v;� Y�b7� 7�m-lb1� lo7;Ѵv� -m7� -� rou|-0Ѵ;� �-|;u�
pump, allowing students to do hands-on experiments and gather data 
and apply the concepts being taught.

MUNISING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

$_;�	uĺ���m;��ĺ�"1_-;=;u��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7�bv�ru;v;m|;7�
|o��u;-|�"|-u|�!;-7bm;vv��uo]u-l��u;v1_ooѴ�$;-1_;u�Elisheba Petersen. 
�Ѵbv_;0-��bѴѴ��v;�|_;�-�-u7�=ou�|�bঞom�=ou�_;u��-v|;uv�bm��-uѴ���_bѴ7_oo7�
�7�1-ঞom�-m7�"r;1b-Ѵ��7�1-ঞom�-|��ou|_;um��b1_b]-m�&mb�;uvb|�ĺ
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Lakeview Elementary Assistant Principal Heather Holman is awarded 
|_;�&���;-Ѵ|_�"�v|;l��7lbmbv|u-|ou��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7ĺ�
�;-|_;u��bѴѴ�-�;m7�|_;�ƑƏƑƑ��b1_b]-m��Ѵ;l;m|-u��-m7��b77Ѵ;�"1_ooѴ�
�ubm1br-Ѵv� �vvo1b-ঞom� Ő���"��ő� "�ll;u� �;-7;uv_br� �mvঞ|�|;� |o�
develop the skills necessary to address the ever changing and challenging 
m;;7v�o=�r�0Ѵb1�v1_ooѴ�;7�1-|ouvķ�0;m;Cঞm]�0o|_�v|�7;m|v�-m7�v|-@ĺ

NEGAUNEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

�-h;�b;���Ѵ;l;m|-u��$b|Ѵ;�Ɛ�$;-1_;u�Bethany Prusi is awarded the R.K. 
Richards Memorial Professional Development Award. Bethany will use 
the award to provide two chapter-books to all third graders over the 
summer to help close the summer reading gap. 

$_;��Ѵ;�;Ѵ-m7Ŋ�Ѵb@vķ��m1ĺ��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7�bv�ru;v;m|;7�
|o��b]_|_��u-7;�"1b;m1;�-m7��m�buoml;m|-Ѵ��7�;m|�u;v�$;-1_;u�Krista 
Squiersĺ� �ubv|-��bѴѴ� ];|� _;u� 1;uঞC1-ঞom� bm��bѴ7;um;vv� Cuv|� -b7� -v� _;u�
v|�7;m|v�r-uঞ1br-|;�bm�uo1h�1Ѵbl0bm]�-m7�0-1hr-1hbm]�-7�;m|�u;vĺ�"_;�
�bѴѴ�ruo�b7;�-�)bѴ7;um;vv�
buv|��b7��mb|ķ��_b1_�bv�bm=oul-ঞom�v|�7;m|v�
1-m��v;�|_;bu�;mঞu;�Ѵb�;vĺ
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�bm7;u]-u|;m� $;-1_;u� Christina King receives the Professional 
Development Award in Honor of Maxine Honkala. Funds will be used to 
r�u1_-v;�u;-7bm]�]-l;vķ�0oohv�-m7�vm-1hv�=ou�-�ľ
-lbѴ��!;-7bm]��b]_|Ŀ�
in which students and their families get to play reading games together.

NICE COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

"r;1b-Ѵ��7�1-ঞom�$;-1_;u�Lisa Ruby is presented with the Professional 
Development Award in Honor of Louis and Joan Myefski. Lisa will use 
|_;�=�m7v�|o�0;1ol;�-��;uঞC;7�+o�|_�+o]-��-Ѵl�bmv|u�1|ouĺ�$_bv�bv�-�
trauma-informed program that helps students reduce stress, develop 
v;Ѵ=Ŋ1om|uoѴķ�-�;mঞomķ�C|m;vv�-m7�vo1b-Ѵņ;loঞom-Ѵ�vhbѴѴvĺ�"_;�_or;v�|o�
see the program impact all students in the school as they grow into 
adults.

$_;��-ut�;�;��m|;um-Ѵ��;7b1bm;��vvo1b-|;v��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|�
��-u7� bm��omou� o=�	om-Ѵ7� !ĺ�$oঞ� bv� ru;v;m|;7� |o� "r;1b-Ѵ� �7�1-ঞom�
$;-1_;u�Errica Ingramĺ�$_;� -�-u7��bѴѴ� 0;� �v;7� |o� r�u1_-v;� -vvbvঞ�;�
computer components, such as noise-canceling and Bluetooth headsets 
-m7�v1-mŊ-m7Ŋu;-7�r;m�-m7�_;-7v;|�|o�ruo�b7;�v|�7;m|v��b|_�orঞomv�|o�
help them focus on individual study.

NORTH STAR MONTESSORI ACADEMY



Sponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations
([FHOOHQFH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�:HHN� LV� VXSSRUWHG� E\� XQLTXH� VFKRRO�EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUVKLSV��
7KHVH�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SURXG�WR�KRQRU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�

 Gold Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
    Eagle Mine

 Silver Sponsors: Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC
    Cleveland-Cliffs
    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan

 Bronze Sponsors: Bell Financial
    Honor Credit Union
    PotlatchDeltic
    Range Bank
    SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company
 
 Copper Sponsors: Alger Regional Community Foundation
    Cheryl Jackson RE/MAX 1st Realty
    Community Foundation of Marquette County
    Judge & Mrs. Mark Luoma
    Peoples State Bank of Munising
    Steinhaus
    Upper Peninsula Power Company
    VAST

:H�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�H[WHQG�D� VSHFLDO� WKDQN�\RX� WR�RXU� VSRQVRUV��:KHQ�QRWLĆHG� WKDW� WKH�
DZDUGV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KHOG�GXH�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH\�JUDFLRXVO\�FRQĆUPHG�WKHLU�
support to honor award recipients in other ways.

Sponsors
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Superintendent and Principal Michelle Gill is presented with the 
�Ѵ;�;Ѵ-m7Ŋ�Ѵb@vķ� �m1ĺ��7lbmbv|u-|ou��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7ĺ�
�b1_;ѴѴ;��bѴѴ��v;�|_;�-�-u7�|o�-�;m7�|_;�ƑƏƑƑ��b1_b]-m��Ѵ;l;m|-u��-m7�
�b77Ѵ;� "1_ooѴ� �ubm1br-Ѵv��vvo1b-ঞom� Ő���"��ő� "�ll;u� �;-7;uv_br�
�mvঞ|�|;� |o� ]-bm� �-Ѵ�-0Ѵ;� hmo�Ѵ;7];� -m7� vhbѴѴv� |o� blruo�;� v|�7;m|�
Ѵ;-umbm]ķ�0;_-�bou�l-m-];l;m|�-m7�v|-@�1oѴѴ-0ou-ঞomĺ

POWELL TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS

$_bu7�-m7�
o�u|_��u-7;�$;-1_;u�John Gillette is awarded the Wisconsin 
�m;u]�� �ourou-ঞom� �uo=;vvbom-Ѵ� 	;�;Ѵorl;m|� ��-u7ĺ� �o_m� �bѴѴ�
purchase solar kits to teach students about energy transfer and electric 
=ou1;vĺ� $_;�� �bѴѴ� Ѵ;-um� _o�� v�mѴb]_|� -m7� �bm7� 1-m� 0;� 1om�;u|;7� |o�
electric energy. 

$_;�&���;-Ѵ|_�"�v|;l��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7�bv�ru;v;m|;7�
|o� ";1om7-u���-|_�$;-1_;u�Annette Gleasonĺ��mm;�;��bѴѴ� r�u1_-v;�
graphing calculators to allow students to work individually or 
1oѴѴ-0ou-ঞ�;Ѵ��bm�l-hbm]�o0v;u�-ঞomv�-m7�7bv1o�;ub;v�o=�l-|_;l-ঞ1-Ѵ�
=�m1ঞomv�0-v;7�om�-�]b�;m�vb|�-ঞomĺ��oѴѴ;];Ŋ0o�m7�v|�7;m|v��bѴѴ�]-bm�
experience in how the calculators work.

REPUBLIC-MICHIGAMME SCHOOLS
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o�u|_� �u-7;� $;-1_;u� Jessica Kelto receives the David and Karen 
Bahrman Professional Development Award. Jessica will purchase 
30 yoga mats for her students and complete a seminar through Yoga 
�m|;um-ঞom-Ѵ�|o�Ѵ;-um�-m7�bm1ourou-|;��o]-�-m7�lbm7=�Ѵm;vv�ru-1ঞ1;v�bm�
her class to support healing, build resilience and help students navigate 
|_uo�]_�7bL1�Ѵ|�vb|�-ঞomv�|_-|�l-��-ubv;�bm�|_;�=�|�u;ĺ

SUPERIOR CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

"b�|_Ŋ�b]_|_��u-7;�$;-1_;u�Hope Bruce is presented the W.K. Kellogg 

o�m7-ঞom��uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�	;�;Ѵorl;m|���-u7ĺ�$_;�=�m7v��bѴѴ�0;��v;7�
|o� r�u1_-v;� 7b@;u;m|� -1ঞ�;� v;-ঞm]� orঞomv� |_-|� -ѴѴo�� =ou� m-|�u-Ѵ�
lo�;l;m|�|o�h;;r�v|�7;m|v�0;�;u�;m]-];7�-m7�=o1�v;7ĺ

!�7�-u7� �Ѵ;l;m|-u�� "1_ooѴ� Ɣ|_� �u-7;� �-m]�-];��u|v� $;-1_;u�Holly 
Eimiller�u;1;b�;v�|_;���7��)-|vom��Ѵvom��7�1-ঞom��mub1_l;m|���-u7ĺ�
$_;� =�m7v� �bѴѴ� 0;� �v;7� |o� r�u1_-v;� mo�;Ѵv� -m7� -� 1o�rѴ;� l-]-�bm;�
v�0v1ubrঞomv�|o�o@;u�v|�7;m|v�lou;�u;-7bm]�orঞomvĺ�"_;��bѴѴ�-Ѵvo�0���
l-|;ub-Ѵv� |o� 7o� -� ľ�ooh�$-vঞm]Ŀ� ;�;m|ķ��_;u;� 0oohv� -u;� Ѵbv|;7� om� -�
l;m��-|�|-0Ѵ;vķ�-m7�0oohv�1-m�0;�v-lrѴ;7�Ő|-v|;7ő�-|�;-1_�|-0Ѵ;ĺ�$_bv�
exposes students to new authors and genres. Students vote at the end 
o=�|_;�;�;m|�=ou�|_;�m;�|�u;-7�-Ѵo�7�0oohĺ��m;�o=�|_;�v1_ooѴĽv�lbvvbomv�
bv�|_-|�-ѴѴ�v|�7;m|v��bѴѴ�0;�1omC7;m|�u;-7;uvĺ

JUDY WATSON OLSON EDUCATION ENRICHMENT AWARD

WELLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
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�����6SRQVRUV�LQFOXGH�
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    Eagle Mine
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    Kendricks, Bordeau, Keefe, Seavoy & Larsen, P.C.
    Northern Michigan University 
    The Mining Journal
    Upper Peninsula Health Plan
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support to honor award recipients in other ways.

SponsorsSponsors

Congratulations, award recipients, and thank you, families and friends for supporting the 
efforts of these outstanding students and educators! 

Our vision at Grow & Lead is for all Upper Peninsula youth to thrive. We work with 
VFKRROV�� QRQSURĆWV� DQG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WR� FUHDWH� D� FXOWXUH� WKDW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VWUHQJWKV�
of young people. Here in Marquette and Alger Counties, the Excellence in Education 
SURJUDP�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�EULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU�WR�KRQRU�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�WR�
recognize those that support them. 

:H�UHJUHW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQèW�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�WRJHWKHU� LQ�SHUVRQ�
WKLV� \HDU�� +RZHYHU�� ZH� KRSH� \RX� ZLOO� HQMR\� UHDGLQJ� DERXW� WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� DQG�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�UHPDUNDEOH�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV��0D\�WKLV�ERRN�SD\�WULEXWH�
WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�WR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�KRSH�LW�
VHUYHV�DV�D�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�RI�����æWKH�UHPDUNDEOH�VSLULW�DQG�VWUHQJWK�RI�
our young people and those that have helped instill it in them. 

Be well.

CEO, Grow & Lead: Community and Youth Development

Congratulations

������([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ

(QGRZLQJ�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�:HHN

,Q�������*URZ�	�/HDG�æ�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�$OJHU�5HJLRQDO�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�
WKH�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�0DUTXHWWH�&RXQW\�æ�PRELOL]HG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�EXLOG�DQ�
HQGRZPHQW�WR�SURYLGH�VFKRODUVKLSV�DQG�DZDUGV�FHOHEUDWLQJ�DFDGHPLF�H[FHOOHQFH��(DFK�
VWXGHQW�KRQRUHG�UHFHLYHV�D��������VFKRODUVKLS�WR�EH�XVHG�WR�IXUWKHU�KLV�RU�KHU�HGXFDWLRQ��
(DFK� VHOHFWHG� 3URIHVVLRQDO� 'HYHORSPHQW� $ZDUG� UHFLSLHQW� KRQRUHG� UHFHLYHV� D� �����
award.

:LWK� D� ��� PLOOLRQ� OHDG� JLIW� IURP� WKH� :�.�� .HOORJJ� )RXQGDWLRQ�� ORFDO� EXVLQHVVHV� DQG�
LQGLYLGXDOV�KDYH�DGGHG�RYHU������PLOOLRQ�WR�WKH�IXQG�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�
Excellence in Education Week for years to come. Your continued gifts can help secure the 
IXQG�GXULQJ�YRODWLOH�ĆQDQFLDO�WLPHV��3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�\RXU�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�RU�
*URZ�	�/HDG�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�HQGRZPHQW�DQG�VHFXUH�
the future of this exciting program.

Please consider including the Excellence in Education Endowment Funds
as part of your annual, memorial and planned giving.
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                                           For good. For ever. 
G r o w  &  Le a d
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Gifts and pledges have been received from the following individuals, families, businesses 
and foundations for the EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND.

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE LEVEL DONORS ($100,000 - $1,000,000)
UP Health System

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

ESTEEMED LEVEL DONORS ($50,000 - $99,999)
Cleveland-Cliffs, Inc.

Peninsula Medical

LEADERSHIP AWARD LEVEL DONORS ($25,000 - $49,999)
Dr. Gail P. Brayden

SCHOLARSHIP PROVIDER LEVEL DONORS ($10,000 - $24,999)

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD LEVEL DONORS ($5,000 - $9,999)

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Bitner
The Frazier Fund

Lynne C. & Carl Hammerstrom
Drs. Craig Coccia & Kellie Holmstrom

Internal Medicine Associates
K & L Enterprises

Tom & Sue LeGalley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Marietti

Mr. & Mrs. Lou Myefski
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Pajula

William G. Pendill
Phyllis & Max Reynolds Foundation

Drs. Thomas Schacht & Cynthia Prosen
Dr. June M. Schaefer

John & Deborah Veiht
Craig & Kristin Wilmes

Wisconsin Energy Foundation
Anonymous

Robert & Katie Alexander
AT & T

Mr. Thomas Baldini
Richard & Mary Bowerman

Range Bank
The Frazier Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Lincoln Frazier, Jr.
Peter & Peggy Frazier

Marquette Internal Medicine Associates
Hiawatha Communications, Inc.

Honor Credit Union
Ishpeming Kiwanis Club
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Joseph

Saima Kuivila Estate
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community

J.M. Longyear Heirs, L.P.
Robert & Rena Koskey

Marquette Community Federal Credit Union
The Mining Journal

Munising Memorial Hospital
Neenah, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Nelson
Mrs. Shirley Northey

Bill & Judy Olson & Tomoko
Steve & Carole Pence

mBank
Peoples State Bank of Munising

Catherine A. Kroll & Mike Prokopowicz
Reijo Aho Estate

Rotary Club of Marquette
Mrs. Dorothy Sivula

Charles P. Smith
Snyder Drug Stores

Friends & Family of Renee Thomas
Mr. Henry C. Thurner

TruNorth Federal Credit Union
Wells Fargo

Westwood High School Activity Fund
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Excellence in Education Week for years to come. Your continued gifts can help secure the 
IXQG�GXULQJ�YRODWLOH�ĆQDQFLDO�WLPHV��3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�\RXU�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�RU�
*URZ�	�/HDG�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�HQGRZPHQW�DQG�VHFXUH�
the future of this exciting program.

Please consider including the Excellence in Education Endowment Funds
as part of your annual, memorial and planned giving.
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                                           For good. For ever. 
G r o w  &  Le a d

C o m m u n i t y  a n d  Yo u t h  D eve l o p m e n t
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www.glcyd.org
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Endowing Excellence in Education Week

In 1998, Grow & Lead — in conjunction with Alger Regional Community Foundation and 
the Community Foundation of Marquette County — mobilized the community to build an 
endowment to provide scholarships and awards celebrating academic excellence. Each 
student honored receives a $1,500 scholarship to be used to further his or her education. 
Each selected Professional Development Award recipient honored receives a $500 
award.

With a $1 million lead gift from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, local businesses and 
individuals gifts help to ensure the future of Excellence in Education Week for years to 
FRPH��<RXU�FRQWLQXHG�JLIWV�FDQ�KHOS�VHFXUH�WKH�IXQG�GXULQJ�YRODWLOH�ĆQDQFLDO�WLPHV��3OHDVH�
contact your local community foundation or Grow & Lead for more information on how 
to contribute to the endowment and secure the future of this exciting program.

Please consider including the Excellence in Education Endowment Funds
as part of your annual, memorial and planned giving.




